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Chair's Message
The winter that wouldn’t end is ﬁnally behind us. Spring maintenance has been completed
at the Rock Dunder and James H Fullard (Sugar Bush Island) Nature Reserves and trails at
both properties are once again open to the public. These trails are available for public use
sunrise to sunset from May 15 to November 15.
We refer to these two Nature Reserves as “Community Lands” because they have trails that
the public has been invited to use. Of the 20 properties which have been acquired by the
Trust since 1996, most are classiﬁed as “Conservation Lands”. All of RWLT’s properties
have been acquired in order to protect their conservation values. A few may evolve into
Community Lands if those underlying values can be protected and if there is community
support. Most will simply be left in their natural state, guided by the Management Plan
prepared for each one.
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It is useful to reﬂect back on the circumstances that resulted in each acquisition. They all
have different stories and these help inform RWLT’s supporters about how future projects
might come about. Some are the result of proactive steps taken by the Trust to seek out
and purchase a property. Most are the result of conscientious landowners wishing to leave
the legacy of a perpetually protected piece of natural heritage. RWLT is positioned to help
them achieve that vision.
Interestingly, most offers of property
are refused. Some do not have
sufﬁcient environmental credentials
to warrant long term protection.
Others lack sufﬁcient community
support to make them happen. Even
“free land” isn’t free! Acquisition
costs (legal, surveying, appraisal,
baseline studies) and perpetual
maintenance and administration
responsibilities result in the need for
an endowment fund contribution in
Most RWLT properties are “conservation lands”,
entrusted for the sustainable protection of natural order to ensure that these
responsibilities are met.
features and functions.
In future newsletters, we will recount some of these other stories. In this issue, read about
how Stanley Lash Lane got its name.
Happy hiking. Have a great summer.
Peter Hannah
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Rock Dunder Monitor

Stanley Lash Lane - ties with Queen’s, Scouts, RWLT and more (with contributions by the Lashs’ daughter Jenny)
The Lashs owned Dean Island which you look down on from the top of Rock Dunder. Sandy MacLachlan who was
involved with the Boy Scouts in Kingston wanted good sites suitable for summer camps, and made arrangements with
the Lashs to use Dean Island. After a few years, Sandy began a search for land that could be purchased.
Stanley and Ruth Lash also owned Rock Dunder. Without hesitation they gave the ownership of the Rock Dunder
property to the Scouts. Included with the sale was a covenant addressing land protection and recreational uses.
Years later the Scouts Canada decided to dispose of some land, and was willing to
sell Rock Dunder to the RWLT provided funds could be raised in six months time.
RWLT rose to the challenge! Parks Canada helped. Descendants of the Lashs
enthusiastically supported the transfer of this important legacy. It was heart
warming to learn how the land had touched so many individuals in the past and
the donations ﬂooded in. It is now protected and a place for all to enjoy.
Dr. Stanley Lash was a Queen’s University Professor in the Civil Engineering
Department, serving as Head from 1955 to 1965. He began teaching land use
planning courses within the department. This lead to the creation of the School of
Urban and Regional Planning (SURP), with Dr Lash serving as its ﬁrst Director
from 1969 to 1972.
Dr. Lash had great respect for and love of nature. He was active with the
innovative Grenville Park Co-operative Housing Corporation in Kingston and in
supporting protection of the Rideau Canal corridor.

Dr Stanley Lash 1908-1994

The next time you go hiking at Rock Dunder and drive up Stanley Lash Lane, you’ll know how it got its name.

Supporter Passes for Entry
Visitors are reminded that supporter passes are required for access to Rock Dunder. A Day Pass is $10 per vehicle; a Season Pass
costs $50. Passes are available at the gate when it is staffed or locally at Wendy’s Country Market. Alternatively, passes can also be
purchased online by visiting rwlt.org/lands/community lands. Print the pass for displaying on your dashboard. If unable to print
the pass, please write on a piece of paper the last ve digits of the order number with the email con rming your Pass purchase and display this
on your dashboard.

Parking:
When on-site parking at Rock Dunder is lled, visitors need to use off-site parking to the north. Alternative parking is
available at the Morton Community Hall, 13 Judd St (take Queen St off Hwy 15 in Morton). Visitors need to be
mindful while walking about 700m, much of it on the highway shoulder, from the parking lot southerly to the Rock
Dunder entrance off Stanley Lash Lane. RWLT cautions visitors that vehicles parked illegally on the shoulder of
Highway 15 may be ticketed or towed away..

Collabora on
- Science for
Management

A joint team of university researchers are looking at social-ecological aspects along the Rideau Canal to identify ways to
improve system management.
Rideau Canal Sustainability
A three-year research project, involving a team from the University of Ottawa and Carleton University, with support from the
Université de Sherbrooke, has begun its study of the environmental health of land and water along the Rideau Canal. The
team will be working in partnership with Parks Canada, though the agency is not the client
for the results of the study. The team is composed of conservation biologists, evolutionary
and aquatic ecologists, limnologists, water resource engineers and social scientists. The aim
is to study the Rideau as a complex social-ecological system and come up with ﬁndings and
recommendations to improve management of the Rideau Canal system.
The ﬁrst of a series of four workshops, involving community-based representatives (e.g.
lake associations, Friends of the Rideau, Queens University Biological Station, Watersheds
Canada and RWLT) took place in March. The purpose of the workshop was to discuss
what can be done to maintain or improve the environmental health of land and water in
the Rideau Canal system, to understand the thinking of Rideau constituent groups and
identify, where possible, common themes.
Over the coming months three more workshops will be organized, involving the private
sector, governments (including Parks Canada) and indigenous groups. The results of the
research will be made public over time, as the various phases of the work and analysis are
completed, via scholarly publications, recommendations to governments and communities, and other public communications.
There is considerable potential for improvement in the management of water and land resources along the Rideau Canal, if
governments and organizations at all levels follow up on the results.

Summer Students
As noted in the Chair’s column, caring in perpetuity for properties of environmental signi cance does not just happen.
It takes time and effort to prepare full descriptions of the current state of each property — including the existing plants,
animals, and built environment items present. A management plan for each property is then necessary, as well as continued
monitoring for invasive species control and habitat maintenance. This summer RWLT has hired a university student to
help with updating and completing our plans. With over 20 properties in the Rideau Corridor, this is an ongoing task.
RWLT has funding approval from the federal Canada Summer Jobs Program for other positions, including assisting
with gate duties and maintenance at Rock Dunder. Check our Facebook page for updates on opportunities.
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Looking for that off-grid waterfront cabin surrounded
by your own woods? RWLT is once again providing
access to natural heritage lands through the rental of a
rustic cottage at its Bulls Eye Lake property north of
Kingston.
Enjoy nature at its best with 31 acres to roam. Only
cottage on the private lake; access to Sydenham Lake.
Canoes for ﬁshing; private swimming raft. Three
bedrooms (sleeps 5). Full kitchenette. Propane fridge,
BBQ and ﬁreplace. Close to Sydenham, Gould Lake
Conservation Area and Frontenac Provincial Park.

Getaway Place!

Rented by the week (Sunday to Saturday) May to
October. For booking see the RWLT website.
Covington Cottage is available for rent weekly from RWLT

Mark Your Calendar:
RWLT will be hosting a dinner for our supporters. Plan to join us in
Kingston on Wednesday, October 2, 2019. A very informative and
entertaining guest speaker will be with us for the evening. More details on
this event will follow in a special invitation.

Save The Date!
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Dona on
Form

Name: _________________________________________ Telephone: ( ______ ) ______-________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________
Town/Province: _____________________________________________ Postal Code: _______________

Make a Donation

(Please mail completed form and cheque / payment information to RWLT)

Yes, I will make a one-time gift to conserve natural space in the Rideau Waterway!
Please ﬁnd my gift of: __ $1,200

__ $600

__ $300

__ $100

__ $60

__ Other Amount $________

__ I've enclosed a cheque payable to Rideau Waterway Land Trust OR
__ I want to charge my donation to my

__ VISA

__ MasterCard

__ American Express

Card No: _______/_______/_______/_______ Expiry: ______/______
Signature: ________________________________Card Holder Name: ____________________________
Email Address: _____________________________________________
__ I would like Rideau Waterway Land Trust (RWLT) to email me newsletters. I can unsubscribe at any time.
For monthly, online or US donor gifts please check the RWLT website for the appropriate forms.

