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is year RWLT celebrates 25 years of success. Elsewhere in this newsletter some of the history 
behind the establishment of RWLT is shared, along with the current plan to acquire the Warren 
property in Chaffey's Lock. As these words are being written, it looks like the project will be 
successful. Check the RWLT website for the latest news on this.

2021 is getting started with considerably more optimism than one year ago. Vaccinations have 
begun and although the Trust is planning to continue with the COVID-19 protocols begun last year 
we hope these can be relaxed before the end of the year.

Because of the pandemic, RWLT could not plan any in-person anniversary celebrations. An 
alternative idea that emerged was to publish 25 stories as a way to re�ect upon the Trust's historical 
milestones and events and to 
speculate on future successes. 
e �rst of these stories is 
found in this newsletter. 
Additional ones will appear in 
subsequent newsletters and all 
of them will be available on 
the RWLT website.

While the past year has been 
difficult, the community has 
enjoyed the opportunity to get 
out and hike the many trails 
found in the Rideau corridor. 
is has emphasized the 
importance of ensuring that 
enough of these special places 
are left intact that the natural world can be enjoyed and protected. RWLT's many supporters have 
been key partners in bringing acquisition ideas to the Board's attention. Please continue to do so.

Have a safe and healthy 2021.
Peter Hannah
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During the pandemic many people 
have enjoyed hiking in the gift of Nature

Celebrating 
25 Years



Thank You 
Supporters

RWLT is a charity that has been conserving important natural lands and habitat in the 
Cataraqui and Rideau watersheds since 1996 to support our community into the future.

RWLT gratefully acknowledges and expresses thanks to the individuals, companies and 
organizations listed below that, despite COVID-19, generously supported us in our work last 
year to conserve nature for nature and our community.
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While RWLT conserves land for the intrinsic values 
there are often opportunities to enhance habitat, 
with help by partners. e local population of Gray 
Ratsnakes in the Frontenac Axis is considered 
reatened under the Endangered Species Act. By 
providing nesting habitat, RWLT hopes that more 
snakes will successfully hatch and help increase the 
numbers in the area, buffering the population from 
the threat of extinction. In November 2020, we 
installed 15 nestboxes on various local properties 
including several of our own, as well as those of 
several generous landowners.

e nestboxes, based on a design by Leeds-Grenville Stewardship, were built by EcoTec Environmental Consultants, who have been 
working on ratsnake habitat enhancement projects for several years in the area. Each nestbox is a wire-mesh covered wood frame cube 
that is �lled with leaves, straw, and mulch to provide a warm and inviting nesting habitat to female ratsnakes. e materials slowly 
compost over the year, keeping the nest warm, and the wire mesh protects the eggs from any predatory animals looking for a quick 
snack. e nestboxes will be checked every May for signs of nesting from the previous year; fresh materials will be added at that time 
to replace those that have composted. RWLT thanks all those that assisted with the project, gathering leaves, donating the use of their 
land, and assisting with the installation of the nestboxes.
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Ratsnake Nestbox Project

irty years ago, an idea was born. Frank Phelan was 
sitting with Don Warren on his deck looking out over 
Lake Opinicon at Chaffey's Lock. ey lamented the fact 
that the Rideau corridor was changing. ey were enjoying 
it so why wouldn't others want to join them? But, as they 

looked across at Don's 74 acres abutting the wetland, they had a thought -- what if they could start a land 
trust that could purchase or receive donations of key pieces of the natural landscape to be conserved and 
enjoyed by future generations. Land trusts were thriving in Britain and the United States and getting 
started elsewhere in Canada. Surely the Rideau Canal corridor merited similar action.

Dozens of meetings later, the Rideau Waterway Land Trust was incorporated in 1996. It 
had taken over �ve years for a simple idea to evolve into the legal entity that is celebrating 
25 years of successful operation in 2021. As a community based land trust, RWLT has 
tapped into the enthusiasm of hundreds of supporters and now owns 20 properties 
comprising over 1000 acres of diverse habitats. Keep it coming!

ere have been bumps in the road but the volunteers have overcome all of these hurdles. 
As a private, non-pro�t conservation organization the Trust depends on the contributions 
of time and money to further its goal of preserving special places in our community. 
RWLT is on a sound footing and well positioned to thrive for decades to come.

RWLT is celebrating 25 years 
of success 

Nestboxes placed to encourage increase in Gray Ratsnake population, a species at risk.

RWLT
-25 Years, 25 Stories-

The Crea�on



RWLT is in the midst of a fund-raising campaign to purchase an 
important property. is is an ambitious project -- to raise $435,000 
by the end of April! e project budget includes the purchase cost, 
associated legal and closing costs, initial property management as well 
as a stewardship fund to ensure the long-term conservation of the land. 
RWLT is grati�ed with the broad community support shown to date 
for the project. We are getting close, and hopefully by the time you 
read this we will have achieved our fund-raising goal. 

If you can help support this and other land acquisitions, or overall
activity, by the RWLT please use the donation form insert or donate online. 
Charitable receipts will be issued.  Learn more about this land acquisition project at www.rwlt.org/warren.

e 30-hectare (74-acre) 'Warren' property is located on Opinicon Lake near the historic Village of Chaffey's Lock, in the heart of 
the Rideau Canal, Ontario's only World Heritage Site. e property is 
located within the Frontenac Arch UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve. 
Its variety of woodland, vernal pools and wetland provide critical 
habitat for many species-at-risk, including birds, amphibians and 
reptiles.

e land abuts a Provincially Signi�cant Wetland, is near the Queen's 
University Biological Station (QUBS) and the Frontenac Forests 
Important Bird and Biodiversity Area.  It has been used for scienti�c 
research and education, and if acquired will continue to be used by 
QUBS to train future generations. e property was once owned by 
Don Warren, one of the founders of the RWLT.
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Campaign for Land Acquisi�on Underway

Help RWLT raise money to secure and care for
 biodiverse properties.

The Cerulean Warbler, one of many species at risk that use
habitat on the Warren property

Trail
News

thTrails at Rock Dunder and J H Fullard Nature Reserves are available sunrise to sunset May 15  to November 
th15 .  Outside of that period please let Nature renew at those properties.

At Rock Dunder: COVID-19 protocols will be in place (please wear a mask at check-in; washrooms will be 
closed). Last admission one hour before sunset. New in 2021: day passes are $5 per hiker; $15 for groups of three to six hikers all arriving 
in the same vehicle.  Season passes are $60 -- valid for the season pass holder and up to �ve guests arriving with the season pass holder and 
in the same vehicle. Day and season passes for Rock Dunder can be purchased online at www.rwlt.org

Getaway Co�age Rental 
– booked for 2021!

Covington Cottage, RWLT's o�-grid getaway, is 100% booked for 2021� 
Reservations for time slots in 2022 will be available 11 months in advance.  
Book online at www.rwlt.org


